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The Virtual Data Center Project:
An Operational Social Science Digital Data Library

Principle Investigator: Gary King & Sidney Verba, 
Director: Micah Altman

Co-Investigators: Nancy Cline & Dale Flecker

An operational, open-source, digital 
library to enable the widespread 
sharing of quantitative research data, 
and the development of distributed 
virtual collections of data and 
documentation.

http//TheData.org

VDC Projec t



Goals of the Virtual Data Center Project

• Provide a free, open, software tool to enable 
widespread sharing of social science data

• Support unified views of distributed collections of 
data

• Integrate with emerging digital library architecture
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Individuals Researchers Can use Same System to Share 
Data



Social Science Data Specific Needs

• Data manipulation: format conversion, extraction, 
aggregation and merging

• Exploratory data analysis

• Application specific metadata

• Community based naming standards
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